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Ex-Westerville school board member posthumously recognized with statewide honor

COLUMBUS — A former Westerville City Board of Education member is being posthumously recognized with the Ohio School Boards Association’s (OSBA) most prestigious honor. 

In recognition of her dedication and service to public education, OSBA has named Cindy Crowe as one of the association’s five 2014 All-Ohio School Board honorees. Crowe will be recognized Nov. 12 during the OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus. OSBA Executive Director Richard Lewis will recognize her and the other All-Ohio School Board members on the final day of the 59th annual conference, a four-day convention attended by nearly 10,000 Ohio school board members and school leaders.

Every year, OSBA names one board of education member from each of its five regions — Central, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and Southwest — to the All-Ohio School Board. The award recognizes outstanding service to public education and represents the dedication shown by thousands of board members across the state.
All-Ohio School Board candidates are nominated by their respective school boards; OSBA regional committees then select the five winners.

Crowe, who was 50, died in July of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, better known as Lou Gehrig’s disease or ALS. She was a Westerville City Board of Education member for 14 years, and continued to serve until just two months before her death. She was diagnosed with the disease in March 2013 and in the time she had left she led a crusade — “Winning the ALS Fight” — to raise awareness of the disease as well as funds to fight it. She also took part in key research studies to help find a cure for ALS.
   -more-
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Crowe, who was from OSBA’s Central Region, devoted her life to public education. In addition to being a school board member, she was a teacher, volunteer and fundraiser. She was extremely active in the Westerville schools and community. She was a founder and board member of the Westerville Education Challenge, an anti-bullying program that is offered at all three of Westerville’s high schools. In the past seven years, the program has helped raise $80,000; involved nearly 3,700 students and more than 900 adults; and provided grants to Westerville teachers. She also served on the Westerville Chamber of Commerce Education Committee and as a Westerville Education Foundation board member.
Her community service included membership with the Rotary Club of Westerville, Westerville Parks Foundation Committee and Westerville Alumni Association. She also was a member of Ohio Reads, Kids Voting USA and Read Across America.

Crowe worked closely with OSBA throughout her school board career. She served on the Executive Committee, Board of Trustees, Nominating Committee, Federal Relations Network, Delegate Assembly and Capital Conference Planning Task Force. She also was OSBA Central Region president in 2011 and served on that region’s executive committee. In addition, she was Westerville City Schools’ legislative liaison and student achievement liaison to OSBA.

In nominating her for the award, her colleagues wrote: “Cindy’s greatest attribute was her drive, passion and ability to go above and beyond to make a positive difference in the world.”

She is survived by her husband, Alan, and her sons, Brandon and Tyler.

In its 59th year, OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service, unwavering advocacy and creative solutions. 

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school board members.
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