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Local school board member earns prestigious statewide honor

COLUMBUS — A Darke County school board member is among five people in the state selected to receive the Ohio School Boards Association’s (OSBA) most prestigious honor. 

Jim Sommer, president of the Greenville City Schools Board of Education, will be recognized as a 2014 All-Ohio School Board member on Nov. 12 during the OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus. OSBA Executive Director Richard Lewis will recognize All-Ohio School Board members on the final day of the 59th annual conference, a four-day convention attended by nearly 10,000 Ohio school board members and school leaders.

Every year, OSBA names one board of education member from each of its five regions — Central, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and Southwest — to the All-Ohio School Board. The award recognizes outstanding service to public education and represents the dedication shown by thousands of board members across the state.
All-Ohio School Board candidates are nominated by their respective school boards; OSBA regional committees then select the five winners.

Sommer, who has been a Greenville City board member for 11 years, represents OSBA’s Southwest Region. He has served as board president or vice president for four of those years. Prior to his board service, he worked as a teacher and school administrator for 30 years, and his family has a proud history as educators.
The veteran board member is very engaged in his schools. He attends most athletic and fine arts events; volunteers with Woodland Primary Schools’ pizza bingo; is a member of Woodland’s Watch Dog Program; and serves as president of the Greenville Schools Foundation and on the Greenville High School Alumni Association Board of Directors.
—more—
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Sommer also is active in his community, where he is a 30-year member of the American Legion, 40-year member of the Greenville Elks Lodge and a life member of the Knights of Columbus.
He is extremely active with OSBA, where he serves on the Executive Committee, Board of Trustees, Board Member Cabinet, Delegate Assembly, Legislative Platform Committee and Federal Relations Network. He is immediate past president of the OSBA Southwest Region and serves on that region’s executive committee. In addition, he serves as Greenville City Schools’ legislative liaison and student achievement liaison to OSBA.

A strong believer in professional development, Sommer’s dedication to ongoing education has earned him multiple OSBA Awards of Achievement as well as Master Board Member status, a lifetime distinction.

In nominating Sommer for the award, his colleagues wrote: “Jim’s outstanding leadership and his dedication to the district gives us reason to be proud. He is committed to what is best for children and demonstrates that he is a good steward of the community’s trust by participating not only in school events, but also in community projects.”
Sommer and his wife, Alicia, live in Greenville. They have three sons and three granddaughters. 
In its 59th year, OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service, unwavering advocacy and creative solutions. 

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school district.

    ———
Note to reporters, editors: OSBA’s All-Ohio School Board honorees have been told they are receiving the award. Please feel free to contact them for feature stories, comments or photos. Sommer’s phone number is (937) 548-7775. If you wish to cover the awards presentation in Columbus on Nov. 12, please contact Crystal Davis, whose contact information is at the top of this release.
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