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Ohio District Tax Referenda

Agenda

+  Education Governance & Accountability Project (EGAP)

» Review of some EGAP studies on Ohio school district tax referenda
*  Impact of levy election on district inistration & studert achi m
+  Impact of AYP on levy passage
*  Timing of lavy elections and voter characteristics
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EGAP

«  Schools districts/boards have been “besleged”
«  Butwe don't actually know much about democratic governance of
schools
* Data Collection
»  Desmocracy Studies grant for Ohlo pilot (2003-2013)
+  Spencer Grant for 20 more states
. Dissemination of clean dalasels that mergs readiy vith other data sources
+ Rigorous Analysis
+  Interdisciplinary
*  Focus on causal inference
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School District Finance in Ohio

+  Typical in some ways:
Just under $12,000 per-pupil
Funding: 44% local, 44% slate, 12% federal (as of 2011)
Stats formula: foundation and equalization

«  Atyplcal:
Reliance on local tax referenda - -
Mostly tamporary
Automatic reductions with increasas In proparty values
District discration in tming and amount
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‘Our Study

»  Examines the impact of bargaining dynamics between voters and districts

+  Estimates the causal impact of these bargaining dynamics on districts that just
passed or failed a ref dum (°F i inuity” design)

&

«  Also estimates impacts across all districts with levies on the ballot

v Tax levy elections held 2003-2013
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Average Impact of Levy Failure on Revenues Per Pupil
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Average Impact of Levy Failure on Expenditures Per Pupit

*About $50-$85 (1%-2%) in instructional spending per pupll
*About $70-$115 (3%-4%) in other spending per pupil
*About $200 (2%} in total spending per pupil
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Average mpact of Levy Failure on Total Expenditures Per Pupil

o1

- e b
Parvort o BTy
Changetn

Spending N

Per Pupd

A st LR R L
§8 BeOA VMM ABeF aRM Rer AMar g Wi

Ohio District Tax Referenda

Average Impact of Levy Fallure on Staffing
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Average Impact on Student Achievement
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Budget Cuts &
Student
Achievement
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Impact of AYP

*  No Chifd Left Behind Accountability System (2003-2012}

«  AYP and Ohio School District Report Cards

+  Validity of AYP as measure of School and District Performance
*  Proficlency Levels vs. Achievement Growth

+  ODE Value-Added: Below, Met, Above

Impact of AYP
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Impact of AYP

* 10 Percent lower probability that a district passed a tax referendum
when it failed AYP

* Causal?
Within-district estimates
¢ AYP from last year has no effect
+  Future AYP has no effect
+  Effects largest for November elections

Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Summary

+  Examined bargaining dynamics between districts and residents:
. Estimated the causal impact of tax lsvy failuras on district administration and student
achievement.
. Fallures led to lower spending, teacher tumover, and decEnes in studsnt achisvement
. Districts where referenda just failed generally passed a subsequent referendum and
spending and studenl achlevemaent eventually caughtup.
= Estimated the impact of AYP fallure (as opposed to passage) on passage
. 10% lower probabiity of passage, driven by tax levies held in November
+  Examined voter turnout and passage probability based on tming
= Timing seems {o matier, bul perhaps nol as much as some suggest




