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Ohio District Tax Referenda

Agenda

Education Governances Accountability Project (EGAP)

Review of some EGAP studies on Ohio school district tax referenda
Impact of levy eiecUon outcomes on district adminislration & student achievement

Impact ofAYP on levy passage

Timing oftsvy efedkins and voter rfiaracteristjcs

Ohio DistrictTax Referenda

EGAP

Schools dlslricts/boards have been "besieged"

But we don't actually know much about democratic governance of

schools

Data Collection
Democracy Shidiea grant for Ohto pSot (2003-2013)

Spencer Grant for 20 more states

Dsssemination ofclaan datasets that mergs roaday with other data sources

Rigorous Analysis
Interdisciplinary

Ohio DlstrictTax Referenda

School District Finance in Ohio

Typical in some ways:

Just under $12,000 per-pupil

Funding: 44% tocaf, 44% slate, 12% federal (as of 2011)
State formula: foundatfon and equaiizatfon

Atypical:
ReSancfl on tocat tax referenda

Mostly tarnporafy

Automafio reducGona Vflth hCTeasas fri proparty valuea

District dlscrsfon in timing and amount

THE oino STATE UhivenstT?

Ohio District Tax Referenda

Our Study

Examines the impact of baigaimng dynamics between voters and districts

Estimates the causal impact of these bargaining dynamics on districts that Just

passed or failed a referendum ('Regrassion discontmuit/ design)

Also estimates impacts across ail districts with levies on the ballot

Tax levy eledions held 2003-2013

Data
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Average Impact of Levy Failure on Revenues Per Pupil
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*Note: 4 percent is about $440 per pupil

Ohio DislrictTax Referenda

Average Impact of Levy Failure on Expenditures Per Pupil
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•About $50-585 (1%-2%) In instiuctlonal spending per pupil
•About$70-$115 (3%-4%) in other spending per pupil
*About $200 (2%) in total spending per pupil

Ohio District Tax Referenda

Average Impact of Levy Failure on Total Expenditures Per Pupil

Changain
Spending
p« Purf

Average Impact of Levy Failure on Staffing
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Average Impact on StudentAchievement
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Budget Cuts &
Student
Achievement

Ohio District Tax Referenda
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Impact ofAYP

No Child Left Behind Accountability System (2003-2012)

AYP and Ohio School District Report Cards

Validity ofAYP as measure of School and District Performance

Proficiency levels vs. Achievement Growth

ODE Value-Added: Below, Met, Above

Ohio District Tax Referenda

Impact of AYP

AYP NOT MET
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Ohio DistrictTax Referenda

Impact ofAYP

10 Percent lower probability that a district passed a tax referendum

when it failed AYP

Causal?
WUlIlxllslrid estimates

AYP from last year has no effect

Future AYP has no effect

Effects largest for Novembsr eiecUons

Ohio District Tax Referenda

Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Impact of Election Timing
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Summary

Examined bargaining dynamics between districts and residents:

Estimated the causal impact of (ax tavy faluras on district admtnbfraVon and student

achtevament

FaBuroa Eed to bwer spsndmg, teacher tumowr, and declnes in student achiavomsnt

Districts where raferenda Just fai!ed ganeraBy passed a subsequent referendum and

spending and student achiavement eventua)!y caught up.

Estimated the impact ofAYP falture (as opposed to passage) on passage

10% lower probabHy of passage, drtven by tax levies hekf B) November

Examined voter turnout and passage probability based on timing

Tvrmg seems to matter, bul psrtiaps not as much as soma suggest


