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OSBA Mission
OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts

they represent through superior service, unwavering advocacy and creative solutions.

Public Finance Resources Inc.
OSBA has partnered with Public Finance Resources Inc. (PFR) to serve your school district with financial
forecasting needs.
PFR can:
• analyze internal and external data to identify key financial indicators for your district;
• develop customized reports to make your financial information understandable and believable;
• provide effective and efficient financial modeling to identify options and results;
• build local capacity that is based on understanding, believing and planning.

Conference App
Download the conference app and have the most up-to-date session information, access to handouts, exhibitor
information, event maps and other helpful information. To download visit the Apple App Store, Google Play store
or http://conference.ohioschoolboards.org/app.
Handouts
Access session handouts from the conference app or by visiting http://conference.ohioschoolboards.
org/handouts.

Evaluations
Conference evaluations can be completed online at http://links.ohioschoolboards.org/CCEval2017 or through the
conference app.
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10 THINGS YOU SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT STUDENTS 

LIVING IN POVERTY

1.  FAIRNESS

■ Children growing up in poverty learn to 
distrust those who act unfairly.
■ Will do nothing in order to get revenge.
■ They want you to feel what they feel.
■ Rejection comes in the form of not 

completing assignments, sleeping, 
and disruptive behaviors.

2.  ACCESS

■ Believe they have to fight for what they 
want.
■ Seldom hit or throw punches, but 

rather argue or threaten.
■ “Fighting” shows as arguing, bullying, 

pouting, talking back, threatening, or 
always wanting their way.
■ Do not know how to negotiate or ask 

for what they want.
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3.  SCARCITY

■ Never enough to go around:  clothes, 
food, money, attention, positive role 
models.
■ They carry this thinking to grades.  

Not enough “A’s” to go around.
■ Settle for “C’s”.
■ School performance will reflect this 

notion.

4.  PROTEST

■ When they feel mistreated or 
powerless, they get angry.
■ Anger shows noncompliant, 

oppositional, opinionated, or defiant 
behavior.
■ All they are looking for is to have their 

feelings acknowledged and validated.
■ Need to learn how to protest without 

getting into trouble.

5.  ENTITLEMENT
■ Someone owes them.
■ They take from each other.
■ They make fun of those trying to get 

good grades.
■ They feel they have always been 

mistreated.
■ They expect favors, breaks, or pity.
■ They feel they deserve good grades 

without earning them.



10/9/17

3

6.  SECOND-RATE

■ They have to settle for second best in 
their lives:  stores, housing, cars, 
clothing.
■ Their schoolwork is second rate, they 

have no examples of what first rate 
looks like.
■ Their work is good enough for them 

and others in their environment.
■ Assumptions close doors.

7.  ESCAPE FROM STRESS

■ A haven from their stressful lives.
■ Schoolwork is not a priority.
■ Come to school to see their friends, 

eat at a table, and socialize.
■ They are physically and emotionally 

drained.
■ Teachers who get to know the 

students can often devise a plan to 
help.

8.  DISCRETIONARY 
LEARNING

■ They are left on their own to learn.
■ Every child needs a caring adult.
■ Parents make them come to school, 

but do not care if they learn.
■ They need someone to help figure out 

what their “gift” is.
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9.  HAPHAZARD ASSEMBLY
■ They learn by trial and error, not step by step.
■ They live in a dis-organized, junk filled 

environment.  They do not know how to 
organize.

■ They are most comfortable in disorganization, 
that is why their stuff is everywhere.

■ They do not understand processes or 
patterns.

■ Their thoughts are disorganized.

9.  HAPHAZARD ASSEMBLY

■ They turn in sloppy, incomplete, and 
wrinkled homework.
■ They swear they have a paper, but can 

not locate.  They lose things easily.
■ They start working before instructions 

are finished, they believe they do not 
need instructions.
■ What you live, you become.

10.  OPTIONS

■ They belief they have few or no options.
■ Fewer stores, higher prices.
■ Limited exposure to the world.  Most 

have never been more than 100 miles 
from home.

■ They have lofty dreams and individual 
aspirations.

■ They rarely aspire to high academic 
performance.
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SUGGESTIONS
■ Pay as much attention to the child as to the 

work.
■ Acknowledge feelings.
■ Insist on order and cleanliness.
■ Be genuine.
■ Create a class of collaborators instead of 

competitors.
■ Focus on the process as much as the 

outcome.

SUGGESTIONS

■ Emphasize effort and skill and 
minimize focus on ability.
■ Point out gifts and talents.
■ Help students set goals and a 

timetable for meeting each goal.

BEHAVIORS
■ Disorganized
■ Can not see how one thing connects to 

another.
■ Spends a great deal of time 

daydreaming.
■ Does not know how to set goals.
■ Can not see the connection of 

academic success to more 
opportunities.
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FEELINGS

■ Anger due to perceptions of unfair 
treatment.
■ Shame
■ Trapped
■ Low expectations due to previous 

failures.


